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Pino Colone, MD

Struggles and Triumphs 
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

As the new year begins there is always an optimism for what lies ahead.  
Our thoughts are naturally drawn to the struggles and triumphs of the past 
year and the excitement of a new beginning.  

Our challenges have been many, but so have our victories.  Even though 
the crisis of Flint’s water is by no means behind us, I believe it’s safe to say 
no one could have imagined it would receive the national attention it has.  
With the declaration of the state of emergency by Governor Snyder there will 
be even greater resources to make the water safe again as quickly as possible.  
Kudos to Flint Mayor, Dr. Karen Weaver, for having the courage to facilitate 
that declaration.

The new year also brings more questions.  How will the acquisition of 
HealthPlus by HAP, affect the landscape of healthcare coverage in Genesee 
County and beyond?  In what form will the ACA emerge?  What will be the 
next biggest challenge facing the residents of Flint? 

Recent history has taught us that whatever the challenge, we will be ready. 

January 21, 2016

Dear Genesee County Medical Society,

I wanted to send my appreciation to the GCMS/GCMSA President’s 
Ball Committee.

I have attended now for 15 years, and I am astounded by the creative 
ability of the Committee’s in developing varying themes as a reflection 
of the outgoing GCMS presidents. From the “Second Line” festivities 
for Dr. Michael Boucree, to this past year, “The Queen’s Royal Ball” in 
honor of Dr. Deborah Duncan, the annual event is a display of costumed 
characters, fun entertainment, great food, and shared collegial 
comradery.

We attendees don’t thank you frequently enough for all you 
do to accomplish this lovely evening for all to enjoy.  
Congratulations to past and current Committee members.

Marion (Mamie) Day

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311?fref=ts
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Anyone who works in the medical 
field has made sacrifices in order to 
acquire the knowledge and skills to 
take care of others.  As physicians, we 
devote endless hours of our lives to 
practicing the art of medicine.  There 
are lectures about the human body 
with interval teachings on the ethics 
of medicine, the components of being 
a virtuous physician, the requirement 
to have the utmost professionalism, 
because our patients entrust us with 
their lives.  Oftentimes, more hours 
are spent in a hospital or office than 
anywhere else, and practicing medicine 
becomes more than just a job -- it is a 
way of life.  It is such a way of life, that when our own 
health is compromised, it can seem as if our whole 
world has been turned upside down.  However, being 
the patient serves as a gentle reminder of what our 
patients experience and how we might be able to make 
someone’s care just a little better.

While, of course, I don’t wish for anyone to be 
sick, or for an ill family member to require care, it will 
naturally happen to all of us at some point.  I have 
been to the doctor many times in my life, however, 
most of my more significant illnesses occurred before 
my medical training.  With my new 
background in medicine, being 
on the patient side proved to be a 
valuable experience for me.  It has 
been said that to truly understand 
someone, you must place yourself in 
their shoes.  I was reminded about 
what patients go through during a 
time of illness and the majority of 
the time is not spent with the doctor.  
Sitting in the waiting room for me, 
was a kind reminder that when our 
patients are ill, sometimes they wait 
for hours to see us, during their 
most uncomfortable moments.  We 
spoke to multiple other providers 
(receptionists, registration, MAs, 
nurses, students) before the resident 
and then attending came in. I saw 
the importance of teamwork in 
action, because every single person 

who helped in the care contributed to 
our overall experience.  Friendly faces 
were appreciated.  Those that went 
the extra mile to find a food tray, or 
explain something that seems so simple 
(how to get back to the ER parking lot) 
made a memorable difference during a 
time of stress.  

I bring this up because throughout 
my career thus far, I have been lucky 
enough to have generally good health 
and therefore my overall experience as a 
patient has been relatively limited.  I am 
fortunate that this particular experience 
was brief and had a good outcome.  I 
find myself walking into rooms in the 

hospital and clinic, once again as a provider, with a 
slightly different perspective based on my more recent 
experience.  In the fast paced medical field today, I 
am reminded to pause for a moment, and remember 
everything the patient may have gone through to see 
me.  With this, I’m determined to take the extra time 
to take care of my patients the same way I hope to be 
treated when I am the one on the exam table.

EDITORIALLY SPEAKING

IN THE EYES OF THE PATIENT
EDITORIALLY SPEAKING

Amanda Winston, MD

http://hurleychildrens.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311?fref=ts
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E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ’ S  M E S S A G E

FLINT WATER: PHYSICIANS STEP UP
The Flint Water Crisis has 

presented a real opportunity for this 
community to shine. I wish I could 
say that it did. There have been subsets 
of the community which have worked 
very hard. But I want to call attention 
to the fact that the Genesee County 
Medical Society, Hurley Medical 
Center, and the Greater Flint Health 
Coalition have really stepped out in 
front of this issue to force change, 
when others have not. At this point, 
it seems as though everyone in the 
world knows who Dr. Mona Hanna-
Attisha is, and about her research. 
She has been everywhere speaking on 
this issue, and has been as terrific as a physician can be 
in communicating about a major public health crisis. 
However, maybe less people know that the Hurley 
Board is politically appointed. Many would pale at 
the prospect of allowing research to be publicized that 
could potentially damage elected leaders. The Hurley 
leadership didn't pale and Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha’s 
research was released. It was then blasted by state 
officials and others in the community. The Genesee 
County Medical Society, the Mott Children’s Health 
Center, and the Greater Flint Health Coalition jumped 
to defend that research and a small cadre of leaders was 
appointed to step up to what turned out to be a massive 
commitment of time for this effort. They have done 
this on behalf of the population that is impacted, and 
to force the needed change. No matter what anyone 
says, physician’s opinions matter on health issues. If you 
ever doubt it, all you have to do is sit in a City of Flint 
Technical Advisory Committee meeting on the water 
issue, and watch your GCMS representatives stand up 
and fight to force the water to be moved back to the 
Detroit water system, and to test appropriately. The same 
individuals, including our representative on the Board 
of Health, have been fully engaged and fully committed 
to doing the right thing, operating virtually invisibly 
to the other members, aside from our GCMS Board. 
The GCMS Board of Directors was the only Board in 
support of the Mayor’s call for a state of emergency. 

Drs. John Waters, Mona Hanna-Attisha, Laura 
Carravallah, Gerald Natzke, Deborah Duncan, Pino 

Colone, Laura Carravallah, S. Bobby 
Mukkamala, and Lawrence Reynolds 
(who has been passionate in his service 
on the Governors Flint Water Task 
Force), have all played pivotal roles in 
this process.

One of the most important things 
that we have done from a practice 
standpoint, is keep members abreast of 
what they must know medically, about 
the lead and TTHM issues. Before 
the word was “crisis”, we were already 
screaming about the dangers of TTHM.

Nevertheless, I will say that 
perhaps the most critical issue we must 
still deal with in this community are 

the humanitarian elements, and the costs that will be 
coming down the pike regarding secondary prevention 
and care for the individuals and families who are affected 
by this lead poisoning. There will be social, legal, 
medical, and educational consequences.

One thing that no one is talking about is the fact 
that, physicians and hospitals will be seeing population 
health based payments soon. We are being maneuvered 
into it rightly or wrongly but absolutely. Physicians will 
be held collectively responsible for the health of covered 
populations. GCMS has been communicating with 
payers on these issues since the beginning of this crisis 
and are prompting our legislators to start thinking about 
this now.

No matter how this crisis ultimately plays out, 
physicians are not responsible for the impacts of this 
lead poisoning. If anything, they're responsible for 
stopping it before it went any further. Clearly, no one 
was stepping up to this issue, until the Hurley lead data 
exploded onto the scene.

Others should use this catastrophe as a case study 
for how to avoid catastrophic public policy decision-
making, as well as how appropriate and effective 
community organization can be led by the medical 
community to affect change in the world.

So everyone take notice. It has taken a medical 
village and a lot of public support to put a stop to an 
escalating catastrophe.  It takes the medical village 
connected to the families and individuals we care for to 
put a stop. It's going to take a nation to pay for it.

Peter Levine, MPH

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311?fref=ts


Here is how fast the Flint water crisis is moving. We are running two directors messages, 
one from the 27th of January and one from the 29th of January.
Amanda Winston MD, Editor
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Just when you thought it was safe to tell people 
to drink appropriately filtered Flint water, it is not. 
The Genesee County Medical Society has endorsed 
the concept of the precautionary principle which says 
that nothing should be released into the environment 
until it is been proven safe. The fact that the Medical 
Society and many other organizations have been asked to 
promote the safety of appropriately filtered Flint water, 
and finding out that some of the addresses in town have 
such high levels of lead that the filters are overwhelmed 
(which we discovered Jan. 29) should shake everyone to 
their core.

The Medical Society has a key group of members 
who have made massive efforts to obtain accurate 
information and to coordinate communications along 
with the health coalition, the pediatricians, and others. 
This group’s purpose is to make sure that everything that 
we send out is exactly accurate, so that physicians and 
citizens know exactly what they should be saying and 
doing. Drs. Mona Hanna-Attisha, Larry Reynolds, John 
Waters, Jed Natzke, Laura Carravallah, and Kirk Smith 
from the Coalition, myself and others have expended 
massive amounts of energy to do the right thing. No one 
on that list is getting paid to do this work. But we have 
been asked to communicate and we have expended the 
energy to do it well and with forethought, so as not to 
inadvertently disseminate misinformation. Finding out 
that Whaley Children's Home is one of the addresses 
with a lead reading over 2,000 ppm after all of the 
assurances that of been put out, should horrify us. It 
horrified me. Those kids have been through enough, not 
to mention the other kids and parents who did nothing 
to deserve this physical, mental and psychological 
assault. There is no excuse at this point for the incredible 
chaos that we are seeing in the governmental sector.

Force has to be brought to bear on those in charge 
to demand reliable information, transparent actions and 
enforce accountability. We must have cogent competent 
advice for this community, accurate information must be 
disseminated widely and then we must be walked out of 
this man-made mess. Those of us who are public health 

professionals, are mortified by the fact that almost two 
years into this process we are still not getting accurate 
information until after the fact.

It is time to adopt the precautionary principle, 
at whatever cost it entails. No more politics, no more 
dancing, no more hiding. If the water isn't safe, it 
shouldn't be used. It is no more complicated than that. 
The costs of fixing this catastrophe, if it is even fixable, 
are going to be incredible. The very people whom we 
counted on to protect us are still not able to provide 
accurate information so that people can make reasonable 
decisions on behalf of their children and themselves. 

It's time for the feds, the state, and the local 
branches of government to come together and do 
whatever has to be done regardless of the cost to fix 
this mess.

Think about how much energy has gone into 
reinvigorating Flint, the universities, the restaurants, 
the condos, the office space, the events, the financial 
investment by folks who care, not to mention the folks 
who stayed because this is home. It will take all of us, 
and our governmental purse string holders to work 
together to restore Flint to stability. Let’s not argue about 
the cost. It is cost that got us into this poisonous mess in 
the first place.

Peter Levine, MPH

2 N D  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ’ S  M E S S A G E
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The More Things Change…
The Bulletin, February 1985, President’s Message

The SGR issue that started in 1985, was solved in 2015!
GOTCHA!
Approximately two years ago, the 

government proposed the DRG program 
to our Hospitals as a means of controlling 
the government’s cost with regard to 
Medicare, Part A Trust Fund. In return 
for the Hospital’s cooperation and expense 
in establishing these procedures the 
government would allow the DRGs to 
increase in proportion to the annualized 
cost of living increase (market basket 
formula). This would allow the hospital to, 
at least, stay even with the cost increases 
caused by inflation of the prices of materials and labor. 
These materials and labor costs amount to in excess of 
85% of the operating budget of all of our hospitals. With 
this “market basket” adjustment, as part of the package, 
the hospitals agreed to the DRG program.

Last summer, as a means of controlling the government’s 
cost with regard to Medicare Part B Trust Fund, the 
government passed a 15 month freeze on all physicians’ fees 
regarding Medicare patients. (The constitutionality of this is 
currently being debated in the courts).

In order to induce more physicians to participate 
in Medicare, the government established a group of 
incentives and disincentives which include:

Civil penalties for non-participating physicians who 
raise their fees during this period

Allowing participating physicians to 
raise their fees during this 15-month period 
although the participating physicians 
will not receive and increase in payments 
during this time. Their fee increases would 
be used as a basis for increasing each 
physician’s Medicare profile and fees at the 
end of the 15 months

Based upon these and other statements 
made by the government, some physicians 
signed a contract for one-year (at least) as 
Medicare participating physicians.

Reports emanating from the White 
House and Congress state that Congress and the President 
are considering revoking the hospitals’ “market basket” 
adjustment and not allowing the participating physicians 
to change their fees for 27 months (or more).

Isn’t it amazing how the government unilaterally 
breaks and alters promises and contracts with physicians 
and hospitals, however, requiring absolute adherence to 
these same contacts by physicians and hospitals under 
threat of civil and criminal penalties!

Somewhere in the government halls, I can see a 
smirking government official saying to participating 
physicians and hospitals, “gotcha.”

Consider this the next time the government says…
”Trust me---I’ve got a deal for you.”

George H. Greidinger, MD - President

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311?fref=ts


The More Things Change…
The Bulletin, August 1986, President’s Message

Living Wills in 1986, Advance Care Planning in 2016
The Living Will, A Benefit to the Entire 

Community
The Living Will (presented in the 

centerfold of the July Bulletin) should 
be an asset to patients, their families and 
the medical community. It will permit all 
involved parties to deal with death in a 
more sensitive and humane fashion. Patients 
who make use of The Living Will, will 
be permitted to die with dignity and in 
peace. The document will provide comfort 
to the patient’s family and physicians, 
especially when caring for the terminally 
ill patient. The likelihood of being subjected to medical 
care perceived by the patient to be unnecessary will be 
reduced. This is especially important in the case of a 
physician concerned about liability and the elimination 
of medical uncertainty regarding a specific diagnosis, who 
feels obligated to “over treat.”

Many patients are concerned about prolonging their 
life and suffering as a result of life 
sustaining technology. Patients must 
clearly understand and remember 
that they have a choice as to when 
and how this technology is used. 
The Living Will will preserve the 
patient’s autonomy and right to 
self-determination, even if the 
patient loses his or her ability to 
communicate.

In order for The Living Will 
to be an effective instrument, its 
presence and purpose needs to be 
understood by the public, medical 
community, nursing homes and 
hospital administrators. This will 
require an extensive educational 
effort on behalf of the physicians and 
other patient advocates. The media 
should be a valuable ally in this 
educational effort.

Medical facilities whether a 
nursing home or hospital, need to 
develop a sensitive and effective 
method of dealing with The Living 
Will. Physicians and nurses must also 
be educated about the significance 
and meaning of this document. They 

should feel comfortable carrying out its 
mandate on both a medical and legal basis. 
The Bio-Ethics Committee at each hospital 
would be an appropriate committee to 
develop and implement the hospital policies 
and procedures regarding The Living Will.

The preparations of The Living Will 
by the Genesee County Medical Society 
Ethics Committee was a significant 
accomplishment. In order to achieve its 
potential value, the public and medical 
community need to be made aware of its 
presence and significance. To insure that the 

Will’s requests are met, appropriate institutional policies 
must be effectuated. The physicians in our community 
should play and active role in community education and 
implementation of The Living Will.

Robert E. James, Jr., MD
President
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If you would like 
to recognize 

a colleague or 
loved one

by giving a gift in 
his or her honor 

or memory
to the

Medical Society 
Foundation,
please contact 
Peter Levine,

GCMS Executive Director,
at 810-733-9925 or
plevine@gcms.org.2

PHYSICIANS NEEDED AT THE 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL CENTER OF FLINT

Various shifts are available for part-time. 
Full time may be an opportunity as well.

Must be willing to do minor stitches, infants & children, splinting, 
and minor eye & ear procedures. 

This is a classic urgent care, much like family practice. 
Hours of operation:

12-9 pm, 7 days a week, closed on major holidays
Located at 2284 S. Ballenger Hwy., Suite 2, Flint, 48503.

Contact Joyce Ash at 810-232-2710 or Pete Levine at 810-733-9925.

http://www.gcms.org
GCMS.ORG
http://ccglawyers.com


Announcement
GCMS members now entitled 

 to a 15% discount on automobile 
and homeowners insurance.

For details, contact:

POTTER & ROOSE 
INSURANCE
810-767-8590 

Providers of insurance for the GCMS & its 
members for 50 years.

906 Mott Foundation Bld., Flint MI 48502

Do you recognize this 
DOCTOR?

Look for the Answer inside!
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Editor’s Note:
In the past, the Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin has featured restaurant reviews written by readers. As a 
challenge to the readership, Dr. John Waters did one and throws down the gauntlet for others to do the same.
Amanda Winston MD, Editor

Fenton houses several very nice 
restaurants, but I am crazy about the 
Beale Street Smokehouse. It is located at 
2461 North Rd. 

We went there for the first time, 
because I am a blues fan. It's what I was 
raised on along with rock 'n' roll. Believe 
it or not this little venue often has good 
blues on the weekends.

However, the real attraction for most people is the 
food. The specialty is smoked beef, pork and chicken. 
They have brisket and ribs, smoked pulled chicken, you 
name it. The side dishes are always fun, and include such 
things as sweet potato fries with maple cinnamon dust. 
The appetizers, namely the corn fritters, and fried green 
beans are heavenly. For the health-conscious eater, you 

can get all of these items without sauce or 
marinade. It is perfectly delicious without 
being soaked in the less healthy components 
of barbecue. Just because it's less healthy, 
doesn't mean it isn't delicious. Beale Street 
is one of the places that I can go and stay in 
control of my diet.

The owners are very friendly. There 
are lots of craft beers on tap. The iced tea 

is delicious, and the desserts look great, but I've never 
touched one. It's a very friendly place, but also very 
small. If you do not like live music, do not go on Friday 
or Saturday nights. It's quiet five nights of the week. 
Enjoy. There are so many jewels in this community. 
Maybe if no one else picks up the gauntlet to write, I'll 
review some more.

Beale Street Smokehouse BBQ

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311?fref=ts


GCMS.ORG  February 2016 13The GCMS Bulletin

Don't Be Left Out of the 
GCMS Membership Roster!

GCMS will be publishing the 2016 Roster in March!
This is a major tool used by members and their practices, 

to refer to and contact members for a full year or more.   
Non-Members are not listed in the Roster.

Members whose dues are paid by March 1, 2016  
will be included in the 2016 Roster.

If you need assistance in paying your dues, please contact 
the MSMS Membership Department at 517-337-1351 or 

Sherry Smith at GCMS at  
ssmith@gcms.org or 810-733-9923.

Thanks in advance for your attention to this issue.

GCMSM
EMBER

R O S T ER

http://www.gcms.org
GCMS.ORG
mailto:ssmith@gcms.org
mailto:mailto:ssmith%40gcms.org?subject=
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Frank W. Cook, MD
OBITUARY

Frank W. Cook, MD, passed away on January 11, 2016 at the age of 86. Dr. 
Cook was born in 1929. He married Margaret in January 1955.

 Dr. Cook served in the Air Force from 1955-57, at the USAF Hospital 
and the 4th TAC Hospital in Chitose, Japan. He attended the University 
of New Mexico and went to the University of Michigan for his graduate 
work and medical degree. Dr. Cook was a hand surgeon working through 
McLaren Medical Center and Hurley Medical Center. He practiced surgery 

in the Flint area for 22 years, before retiring in 1992. He published 
many articles.

Dr. Cook was a member of the American Medical Association, 
the Michigan State Medical Society, the Genesee County Medical 

Society (Treasurer from 1972-1978), a member of the Flint 
Academy of Surgery, the Kleinert Society and the American 
Society for Surgery of the Hand. He made numerous medical 
missions to Honduras. He is survived by his wife, Margaret, 
and 6 children.

mailto:mktg%40therybargroup.com?subject=
http://Therybatgroupon.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311?fref=ts
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Genesee County Medical Society 
Board of Directors

November 24, 2015 - Minutes

I. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm, by Deborah Duncan, MD, President, in the Rapport Conference 
Room.

Dr. Duncan introduced Dr. Pino Colone, and swore him in as President, explaining to the Board that Dr. Colone 
had missed the President’s Ball and the customary swearing in process, due to the death of his father.

Dr. Colone expressed his humble pleasure being elected President. He stated that he stands on many shoulders, 
including those of the GCMS Board members present. 

Dr. Colone introduced Dr. Michael Danic and Dr. Rubin Raju, as well as Nick Harrison a medical student as new 
Board members, welcoming them.

II. Review of Minutes                                
  

Motion: that the minutes of the October 27, 2015 Board of Directors meeting be 
approved as presented. The motion carried.

III. Reports        
A) Community & Environmental Health
Dr. Gerald Natzke reported that the Flint Water Quality Technical Advisory Committee would be meeting on 
December 9, 2015.

Motion: that the Genesee County Medical Society move forward with asking the 
Governor to declare a lead emergency if, after talking with Congressman Dan 
Kildee, it seems advisable to move forward. The motion carried.

Directive: staff was directed to set up a time when Congressman Kildee could meet with 
Drs. Reynolds, Carravallah, B. Mukkamala, Natzke and Rogers-Grays. The 
wording of the request for declaration of emergency will be established following 
that conversation.

Motion: if GCMS moves forward on the request for declaration of an emergency, that 
staff is directed to invite the Greater Flint Health Coalition and the Governor’s 
Task Force on the Flint Water Crisis to engage on the request for a state of 
emergency.

Motion:  That the Detroit Free Press, Detroit News, and the Flint Journal be asked to 
publish the motion and that the Technical Advisory Committee be provided a 
copy of it when complete. The motion carried.

Dr. Natzke finally reported that the Community & Environmental Health Committee is concerned about the 
issue of methadone and Suboxone and deaths related to them because of an inability to track prescriptions. 

Consensus:  that Senator Ananich be engaged on the issue of methadone and Suboxone as a 
member of the legislative task force on drug diversion.
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Genesee County Medical Society 
Board of Directors

November 24, 2015 - Minutes

B) Finance
Motion:  that the Budget-to-Actual report for the period ending October 31, 2015 be 

approved as presented. The motion carried.

C) Legislative Liaison
Dr. Cathy Blight reported that the next Legislative Liaison Committee meeting will take place on December 7. 

She also reported that there are two board certification related bills in the legislature which GCMS will testify on 
when the hearings are set. 

D) Greater Flint Health Coalition
Dr. John Waters reported that the lead issue took up most of the meeting.

E) AMA
Dr. Cathy Blight reported that the Veteran’s Administration is looking at having only CRNA's provide anesthesia 
in veteran’s hospitals. 

Directive: Staff was directed to send out to the membership information on this issue and 
ask for their participation in opposing such a move. 

Dr. S. Bobby Mukkamala reported that all three Michigan resolutions were adopted. The AMA took a position opposing direct 
to consumer advertising by drug companies.

IV. Other Business
A) Award Title for Lifetime Community Service
Defer
red until next month.

B) Nominations Idea
Deferred until next month.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter Levine, MPH
Executive Director
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ENHANCED BLOOD LEAD LEVEL 
SCREENING PROVIDER MESSAGE
December 10, 2015

Michigan Medicaid Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) guidelines require children to be 
tested for blood lead poisoning at 12 months and 24 months, and between the ages of 36-72 months if not previously 
tested (http://www.mdch.state.mi.us/dch-medicaid/manuals/MedicaidProviderManual.pdf ). Due to the enhanced 
public health issue of an increased risk for lead exposure in the City of Flint, providers have been advised to follow 
enhanced guidelines for lead testing in children: 

• Providers should screen ALL children 
(regardless of Medicaid/insurance status) aged 
0-6 years of age exposed to Flint city drinking 
water  after April  2014. Note: this includes 
all children younger than 1 year and children 
between the ages of 3-6 years.

• If the child has already been screened within the 
time period of April 2014-present by a capillary 
test, healthcare providers should follow-up 
on any elevated levels >5mcg/dl to ensure 
confirmatory venous testing is conducted.

• Utilize the standard Blood Lead Level (BLL) 
Quick Reference for Primary Care Providers 
at http://www.mi.gov/documents/deq/
ProviderQuickReference_Sept2015_501831_7.
pdf?20151204122739

• All clients with blood lead levels greater than 
5mcg/dl should be referred for case management 
coordinated through Genesee County Health 
Department. Providers can make referrals for 
case management at 810-257-3833

• Providers should inquire about use of a drinking 
water filter and/or bottled water in all clients 
residing in city limits. Clients and providers can 
call 2-1-1 for locations for filter distribution.

• All people with Flint water should be advised 
to eat regular meals with a diet high in calcium, 
iron and Vitamin C to decrease lead absorption, 
mitigate the effects of lead exposure and to 
enhance the excretion of lead.

• Healthcare providers should inquire about 
other potential sources of lead in the household 
per current recommendations (see: https://
www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/testing-
screening071009_287511_7.pdf )

• Additional information and updates on Flint 
water are available at: www.michigan.gov/
flintwater and www.gchd.us

Eden V. Wells, MD, MPH, FACPM
Chief Medical Executive
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
201 Townsend Street, 5th Floor CVB
Lansing, MI 48913
Phone: 517-335-8011
wellse3@michigan.gov
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We want photographs of your pets!
We are requesting pictures of both physicians and Alliance members’ pets.

A Bulletin feature is being planned that will show a photo of your pet, and ask
“Who does this creature belong to?”
Are they cute, unique, adorable, interesting, or unusual?

Please share them with us!

Guidelines:
• Send at least one photo of your pet or 

collection of creatures
• Send a second photo of you or your family 

with the pet(s)

• Clear image, JPG or PNG photos are 
preferred

• Email your photos to ssmith@gcms.org
• Submit your photos by March 1, 2016 

Notes: 
• There is no limit on the number of pets or 

photos accepted
• Photos will be selected and published at 

the discretion of the Bulletin Committee 

• If you have only one photo with you or a 
family member pictured with the pet, it 
may be cropped or sized

Please send us your photos, and consider writing articles or opinion pieces’,  
on hobbies, travels, concerns about medicine, etc.
Please contact Sherry Smith at ssmith@gcms.org  

with any material, ideas, or suggestions!
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• GCMS interceded with three payers regarding reimbursement issues for four members

• GCMS helped two members with the certification issues relating to third-party payers

•  GCMS aggressively supported the City of Flint in its effort to achieve County and State
support for the request for a declaration of emergency regarding the water crisis

•  GCMS provided news media with seemingly endless interviews on several issues
including the Flint Water Crisis, and legislative topics

YO U R  $$$  AT  W O R K

The following topics are tentatively scheduled 
and subject to change

February Topic:
Great Lakes Health Connect 

– Impact on Practices

Held 4th Thursday of each month from 8am to 10am.

Genesee County Medical Society | Rapport Conference Room
4438 Oak Bridge Drive, Suite B | Flint, MI 48532

Issues of Serious Concern for Medical Practices!
Don’t let your practice manager miss these important meetings!

Light breakfast 
available – coffee, tea, 
yogurt, fruit cups and 

granola bars
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KEY LEAD RELATED POINTS FOR PHYSICIANS
Dear GCMS Members,

The following are the key points to remember when 
counseling lead impacted patients, or their parents and 
guardians.
• Educate families that water is still not safe, ask if they 

have a filter (211), flush the system before using

• Nutrition is very important when treating lead 
exposure. Please link to the Hurley nutrition packet  
http://www.hurleymc.com/files/wellness/lead-
resources/nutrition-and-lead-recipe-and-resource-
guide.pdf

• Please remember the importance of long-term 
neurodevelopment screening, refer to early 
intervention early

• Continue to practice trauma-informed care – the 
community is traumatized by this crisis

• Continue to screen for blood lead as recommended

• Consider social work referrals or additional wrap 
around services for patients - use 211 as a resource

F
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Alvin Judd, MD .................................................... 2
Yaseen Rafee, MD ................................................. 2
Gul Sachwani-Daswani, DO ............................... 2
Kumbla Bhakta, MD ............................................ 3
Mark Weiss, MD ................................................... 3
Cynthia Horning, MD ......................................... 3
Jamie McCartney, MD ......................................... 3
Evelyn Alumit, MD .............................................. 5
Gregory Fortin, MD ............................................. 5
Seth Bernard, DO ................................................. 5
Bradford Murphy, DO ......................................... 6
Virgil Hooper, MD ............................................... 8
Avery Jackson, III, MD ........................................ 9
Frederick Lim, MD ............................................. 12
Gregorio Imperial, MD ...................................... 12
Jay Holmes, MD .................................................. 12
Sharon Dowd, MD ............................................. 14
Maurice Chapin, MD ......................................... 15
Rajeevi Pandyan, MD ........................................ 15
Jami Foreback, MD ............................................ 15

Nelson Schafer, MD ........................................... 16
Rabbi Salimi, MD ............................................... 16
Edward Gomez-Seoane, MD ............................ 16
Amy Wu, MD ...................................................... 17
Shawn Wiggins, MD .......................................... 18
Raymond Rudoni, MD ...................................... 19
Charles Safley, MD ............................................. 20
Dianne Trudell, MD ........................................... 20
Athear Alrawi, MD ............................................. 20
Daniel Bernstein, MD ........................................ 22
Steven Boskovich, MD ....................................... 22
Ali Esfahani, MD ................................................ 24
Laura Carravallah, MD ...................................... 24
Pino Colone, MD ............................................... 26
Samuel DeNardo, MD........................................ 27
Thomas Wright, DO ........................................... 27
Michael Mueller, MD ......................................... 27
Wilfredo Rivera, MD ......................................... 28
Mark Anderson, MD.......................................... 28
Mohammad Tabbah, MD .................................. 28

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y  D O C T O R
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Flint, Michigan is in the midst of a serious 
public health crisis, with high levels of lead in its 
water supply. President Obama signed an emergency 
declaration on Saturday, ordering federal assistance to 
support state and local response efforts.

With the emergency declaration in place, the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
has now been designated the lead federal agency 
responsible for coordinating federal government 
response and recovery efforts.

This means that HHS will, in collaboration with 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
identify and mobilize the capabilities of the rest of 
the federal partners – including the Small Business 
Administration, the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), and the Departments of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), Education and Agriculture 
(USDA) -- that are already working to help residents 
in Flint.

The goal of the federal response will be to help 
state and local leaders identify the size and scope 
of the problem, and work with them to make and 
execute a plan for mitigation of the short- and long-
term health effects of lead exposure. 

HHS will have a team on the ground in Flint this 
week. The team will be led by Dr. Nicole Lurie, HHS 
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response 
(ASPR). Dr. Lurie will begin engaging with state and 
local officials today and will travel to Flint tomorrow. 

In order to fully leverage the Department’s 

strengths, the HHS team will include HHS Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Health Dr. Karen DeSalvo, 
whose office manages the President's Task Force on 
Environmental Health and Safety Risks to Children, 
and who will be the primary interface with state and 
local public health officials. Two U.S. Public Health 
Service Commissioned Corps officers will also help 
with the day-to-day responsibilities in Flint. 

While HHS will now take on a more prominent 
role in helping state and local officials respond to 
this public health crisis, the agency has already been 
actively engaged in response and recovery efforts, 
including:    
• Providing, at the State of Michigan’s request, a 

range of technical assistance to state and local 
health departments, public health practices 
for medical professionals, and public health 
communications;

• Working with HHS grantees in the area 
to disseminate public health education 
through Head Start and Community Health 
Centers programs, administered by HHS’s 
Administration for Children and Families and 
Health Resources and Services Administration, 
respectively; 

• Providing technical assistance related to case 
management processes and interventions 
for children with high blood lead levels and 
interpretation of blood lead levels in adults;

By: Acting Deputy Secretary Mary Wakefield RN, PhD 

Don't be left out of the GCMS Membership Roster!
GCMS will be publishing the 2016 Roster in March!

This is a major tool used by members and their practices, 
to refer to and contact members for a full year or more.  
Non-Members are not listed in the Roster.
Members whose dues are paid by March 1, 2016 will be 
included in the 2016 Roster.
If you need assistance in paying your dues, please contact 
the MSMS Membership Department at 517-337-1351 or 

Sherry Smith at GCMS at  
ssmith@gcms.org or 810-733-9923.

Thanks in advance for your attention to this issue.

ON THE GROUND THIS WEEK: HHS TO          LEAD FEDERAL RESPONSE IN FLINT

GCMSM

EMBER

R O S T ER
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ON THE GROUND THIS WEEK: HHS TO          LEAD FEDERAL RESPONSE IN FLINT

• Using existing resources to help the state 
identify vulnerable populations in Flint who 
may need further targeted outreach.

FEMA, EPA, HUD, and USDA are also actively 
engaged in existing response and recovery efforts.    
• FEMA is providing bottled water and filters 

to Flint. The agency has already provided 
approximately 71,200 liters of bottled water 
for distribution to Flint residents. 

• EPA is working with state and local officials 
to reduce lead levels in tap water and provide 
safe drinking water to the residents of Flint.  
EPA is also conducting a comprehensive audit 
of the Michigan drinking water program and 
a detailed review Michigan’s implementation 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act in Flint. In 
October 2015, EPA established a task force 
to provide recommendations to the State of 
Michigan and the City of Flint to re-optimize 
corrosion control as soon as possible and 
to prepare for the planned switch to water 
supplied by the Karegnondi Water Authority 
in 2016

• HUD is working closely with the city on 
economic development and interagency 
coordination.  They have successfully assisted 

the city with the purchase and installation 
of water filters. HUD had an existing lead 
hazard grant to Flint, targeted to lead 
paint, $325,000 of which could be used for 
addressing the water lead contamination.  
Additionally, HUD has provided a data 
tracking and reporting system for the State of 
Michigan to use in its lead investigations.

• USDA has waived requirements on potable 
tap water availability at school meal service, 
allowing schools to provide bottled water.  
The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
is also allowing participants to use WIC 
vouchers for ready-to-feed infant formula, 
which does not need to be mixed with water, 
and participants can also swap powdered 
formula for ready-to-feed formula.

HHS will provide more details about future 
federal response and recovery efforts after the HHS 
team gets on the ground and has a chance to further 
engage with state and local officials. In the meantime, 
the Department will continue to work with state 
and local officials to determine how the federal 
government can best provide further assistance.

www.hhs.gov/blog/2016/01/19/ground-week-hhs-lead-federal-response-flint.html
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AN UPDATE FROM YOUR GENESEE 
COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY ALLIANCE

The Genesee County Medical Society Alliance 
wrapped up 2015 with a number of fun and successful 
events.  Kicking off the season in September was the 
annual International Luncheon, which was hosted by 
Randa Gayar. October followed with a presentation on 
Human Trafficking, which was co-chaired by Cheryl 
Thoms and Rosa Wang, with great success.  Many of 
our members have been working diligently on this 
community epidemic, and the turnout of this event 
reflected their efforts.  In November, we had a book club 
luncheon to acknowledge Alzheimer awareness.  The 
chosen book was "Still Alice".  This was a wonderful 
afternoon that brought lots of laughs and some very 
touching and personal stories.  The event was chaired 
by Raquel Yapchai, hosted by Velynda Makhene.  
Rounding out the year was the annual Children's 

Program. This year Jeanette Rivera and Sabita Tummala 
co-chaired the project. The charity was The Hispanic 
Technology and Community Center of Greater Flint.  
Our Alliance adopted 15 different families to help make 
sure their children would have something to open on 
Christmas morning.  What a wonderful feeling to see 
the Christmas spirit in action as our members were able 
to take care of every single child on the list.  This event 
was a true testament of the dedication that our Alliance 
has to the community.   Starting the new year, there will 
be a precious metal and jewelry sell back luncheon on 
January 26th.  Check out the Alliance website at http://
gcmsalliance.org/ or our Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/GeneseeCountyMedicalSocietyAlliance 
for details. Everyone is welcome and you might walk 
away with a little extra spending money!
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GCMS Supports Mayoral 
Call for Declaration 
of Emergency

The Genesee County Medical Society proved to be the only 
organization which stepped forward to support the Mayor of Flint’s 
call for a declaration of emergency regarding the Flint Water Crisis. 
On January 4, 2016, the Genesee County Commissioners met to 
discuss the Mayor’s call, and supported Commission Chair, Jamie 
Curtis's decision to support the request for a declaration of emergency. 
Before the signing, GCMS members, Mona Hanna-Attisha, MD, and 
Lawrence Reynolds, MD, spoke in support of the resolution.  Because 
of the tremendous potential impact that this situation could have on 
young and old patients who have experienced high lead exposure, the 
Genesee County Medical Society has been aggressive of its pursuit of 
policy that will result in bringing resources to the community to deal 
with it.

Please keep your eyes on The Bulletin and on email blasts from 
GCMS for medical updates on this issue.

Meeting the health needs of Genesee County’s children 

Child & Adolescent
Psychiatry 

 
  ▪  Medication Management 
  ▪  Psychiatric Consultation 
  ▪  Behavioral Health Counseling, 
      Screening, Support Groups 
  ▪  Prevention Activities 

Child & Adolescent
             Health 
      
      ▪  Pediatrics 
      ▪  School-Based Clinics 
      ▪  Audiology 
      ▪  Nutrition Education 
      ▪  Teen Wellness Center

     Child & Adolescent 
              Dentistry 

▪  Dental Exams & Preventive Care 
▪  Dental Treatment & Restorations 
▪  School Screening and Sealant 
    Program  
▪  Infant & Toddler Oral Health Care 
 

Services provided at no cost to low income families living in Genesee County 
 

Mott Children’s Health Center 
806 Tuuri Place 

Flint, Michigan  48503 
(810) 767-5750 

 

www.mottchc.org 
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Young physicians - are you looking for 
interchange with your legislators?

Seasoned physicians - would you like to help bring 
GCMS and MSMS positions to the forefront?

Become involved in the GCMS Legislative Liaison Committee!

Be a part of an elite group of communicators who meet  
with our elected officials.

You are invited to engage in conversation with your legislators on the first 
Monday of each month at 8:00am in the Rapport Conference Room  

at the GCMS office.
You may contact Pete Levine at plevine@gcms.org  
or call 810.733.9925, if you would like to participate.

This is a valuable opportunity; don’t let it go to waste!

WE WANT YOU FOR THE
LEGISLATIVE LIAISON

COMMITTEE!

NEXT MEETING DATE: MARCH 7TH

mailto:plevine%40gcms.org?subject=
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GCMS MEETINGS
— February 2016 —   

Bulletin Committee, 2/8 
5pm, GCMS Office

Community & Environmental  
Health Committee, 2/17 
12:30pm, GCMS Office

C-Section Task Force, 2/22 
6pm, GCMS Office

Finance Committee, 2/23 
5:15pm, GCMS Office

Board of Directors, 2/23 
6pm, GCMS Office

Practice Managers, 2/25 
8:00am, GCMS Office

MSF Fundraising Committee, 2/25 
6pm, GCMS Office

Check Out Our Website www.gcms.org

READY TO MOVE IN 4,500 SQ. FT.
Custom designed physician office. Available for 
rent or purchase in Stone Bridge office complex off 
Linden Rd. across from Genesee County Medical 
Society. New roof and heating/cooling.  
Contact 810-610-0965

PHYSICIANS NEEDED
at the Emergency Medical Center of Flint Various 
shifts available for part-time, as well. Must be willing 
to do minor stitches, infants & children, splinting, 
and minor eye & ear procedures. This is a classic 
urgent care much like family practice. Hours of 
operation 9:30am – 9pm, 7 days a week, closed on 
major holidays Located at 2284 S. Ballenger Hwy., 
Suite 2, Flint, 48503.  
Contact Pete Levine at 810-733-9925.

AUTOCLAVE NEEDED
by not-for-profit urgent care center. Please contact 

Brenda at bcraft@gcms.org or call (810) 232-2710.

C L A S S I F I E D S

Burt A. Parliament, MD
Did you recognize...
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December 2015   Volume 105, Number 22

GENESEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY
Organized Medicine’s Leading Edge

Lead Update

Thank you to Outgoing Editor, 
Daniel Ryan, MD

Welcome to Incoming Editor, 
Amanda Winston, MD

Images of Japan

Early Editorials by Dr. Ryan  
— Still Fresh

Medical Society Foundation 
Capitol Campaign

President’s     
 Ball  
Photos

If you or someone you know would 
like to advertise in

please contact Sherry Smith at  
ssmith@gcms.org  

or call (810) 733-9923.

Healthy Recipes and Meal  Ideas 
for You and Your Patients

Texting and Confidentiality
Thanks to Ball Sponsors

January 2016   Volume 106, Number 23

GENESEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY
Organized Medicine’s Leading Edge
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Don't Be Left Out of the 
GCMS Membership Roster!

GCMSM
EMBER

R O S T ER

GCMS will be publishing the 2016 Roster in March!
This is a major tool used by members and their practices, 

to refer to and contact members for a full year or more.   
Non-Members are not listed in the Roster.

Members whose dues are paid by March 1, 2016  
will be included in the 2016 Roster.

If you need assistance in paying your dues, please contact 
the MSMS Membership Department at 517-337-1351 or 

Sherry Smith at GCMS at  
ssmith@gcms.org or 810-733-9923.

Thanks in advance for your attention to this issue.

mailto:ssmith%40gcms.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Genesee-County-Medical-Society-GCMS/102309063216311?fref=ts
mailto:ssmith@gcms.org


120 West Saginaw Street | East Lansing, Michigan  48823

517-337-1351 | msms@msms.org | www.msms.org 

m Male          m Female

First (legal) Name: ________________  Middle Name:  ___________  Last Name:  ________________________  m MD     m DO

Nickname or Preferred Form of Legal Name:  ______________________________  Maiden Name (if applicable) _________________

Job Title:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

W Phone ___________________  W Fax  __________________   H Phone  _________________ H Fax  _________________

Mobile:  _______________________________Email Address ________________________________________________  

Office Address          m Preferred Mail          m Preferred Bill          m Preferred Mail and Bill 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________  State:  __________ Zip:  __________________

Home Address          m Preferred Mail          m Preferred Bill          m Preferred Mail and Bill 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________  State:  __________ Zip:  __________________

*Please base my county medical society membership on the county of my (if addresses are in different counties): m Office Address     m Home Address

*Birth Date: ____ / ____ / ____  Birth Country _______________  MI Medical License #:  ________________ ME #:  ___________

Medical School _____________________________  Graduation Year:  _____________ ECFMG # (if applicable) ______________

Residency Program  ________________________________________________  Program Completion Year _______________

Fellowship Program  ________________________________________________  Program Completion Year _______________

Hospital Affiliation _________________________________________________________________________________

• Primary Specialty ___________________________________________________________ Board Certified:     m Yes     m No

• Secondary Specialty _________________________________________________________ Board Certified:     m Yes     m No

Marital Status:     m Single     m Married     m Divorced     Spouse’s First Name:  _______________  Spouse’s Last Name:  _______________

Is your spouse a physician?:     m Yes     m No          If yes, are they a member of MSMS?:     m Yes     m No

Within the last five years, have you been convicted of a felony crime?:     m Yes     m No          If “yes,” please provide full information: ____________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Within the last five years, have you been the subject of any disciplinary action by any medical society or hospital staff?:      m Yes     m No           

If “yes,” please provide full information: _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

I agree to support the County Medical Society Constitution and Bylaws, the Michigan State Medical Society Constitution and Bylaws, and the Principles of 
Ethics of the American Medical Association as applied by the AMA and the MSMS Judicial Commission.

Signature ___________________________________________________   Date:  _______________________________

m I am in my first year of practice post-residency.
m I am in my second year of practice post-residency.
m I am in my third year of practice post-residency.
m I have moved into Michigan; this is my first year practicing in the state.

         m I work 20 hours or less per week.
         m I am currently in active military duty. 
         m I am in full, active practice.
         m I am a resident/fellow.

State and County Medical Society 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Join MSMS and your County Medical Society online at www.joinmsms.org
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Application Code:
_________________________

mailto:mailto:msms%40msms.org?subject=
http://www.msms.org

